




My very best wishe s for Christmas and the New
Year to all readers of the 'Bush Telegraph' .

However, the early stages will undoubtedly be painful
for all of us. The pile drivers will be noisy, and the excavators
will throw up clouds of dust - that is if the dust is not squelched
down by rain. I am sure, however 9 that we shall all bear with
these dis comforts, fortified by the knowledge of what the' new
laboratories will mean to the Research Organisation.

The French have a saying that it is necessary to
suffer to be be a.utiful., In the new lab or a torie s the elegance that
we seek is the elegance of truly functional design. Nevertheless.
with the architecture in the hands of Mr. Marvan .• the building
will not be without a visual elegance, both wi th in and without,
which will bear comparison with our newly arising neighbours
in Wood Lane.

The great news for Christmas 1958 is, of course, the
new laboratory building. The present is undoubtedly a difficult
time for new capital expenditure, and on this account many of the
Company I s schemes have had to be deferred. It is indeed a
recognition of the increasing impact of the Research Organisation's
work and results on the operations of the Company, that in spite
of these difficulties the Board has approved the placing of contracts
for the new research laboratories.

Looking at the file, I see that the last time the
'Bush Telegraph' had a Christmas number and I was asked for a
Christmas me ssage, I was writing as a convalescent. I seem to
be making a regrettable habit of it: or perhaps it is that the
Editor only chooses to issue a Christmas number when I have
this misfortune.
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